
Footscray Baptist Church – Bible study – Advent 2020  Cheryl Williams 

 

 

The Footscray Baptist Church celebrates the God-given diversity of cultures.  We welcome you to join us 
in the journey of faith, whatever your race, religion, capability, gender or sexuality. 

Bible Study – Advent 2020 

Hope 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 

great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 

child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:36-38) 

 

Peace 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David 

and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness, from this 

time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  (Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 

Joy  

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has 

looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.   Surely, from now on all generations will call 

me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  His mercy is 

for those who fear him from generation to generation.  He has shown strength with his arm; he 

has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the 

rich away empty.  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to 

the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  (Luke 1:46-

55) 

 

Love 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 

the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people.  (John 1:1-4) 

 

Some questions to get us started 

1. What did Anna hope for? 

2. In what ways does the birth Christ bring forth hope for you? 

3. What do you hope for in 2021 for yourself, your loved ones and the 

world? 

4. Can you describe how your experience peace, joy and love at this time of 

the year? 

5. For where should we pray for peace? 

6. How can we share the joy of Christmas with others after a particularly 

difficult year? 


