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The Footscray Baptist Church celebrates the God-given diversity of cultures.  We 
welcome you to join us in the journey of faith, whatever your race, religion, capability, gender or 
sexuality. 

Bible Study – Mission in Matthew’s Gospel 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest 

to send out laborers into his harvest.” 

10 Then Jesus[a] summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the 

names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 

Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;[b] 4 Simon the 

Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 

Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 

near.’[c] 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers,[d] cast out demons. You received 

without payment; give without payment. 

Matthew 28:16-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came 

and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Some questions to get us started 

Remember that Matthew’s audience/readership is predominately Jewish 

1. Jesus gives an example and some instructions about how we are to be in the 

world. 

What is our mission? 

What is the ‘good news’ as you understand it? 

How do we go about the task? 

2. If we are Jesus’ labourers, where is the harvest?  Compare 10:5 – 28:19 

3. What implications are there from our reading for us individually and as a church? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35+-+10%3A8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23419a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35+-+10%3A8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23421b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35+-+10%3A8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23425c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35+-+10%3A8&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23426d

